Zwei Engel

for Violin and Piano, ~7’

Spencer Klaw Kennedy, 2026



PROGRAM NOTES:

The German artist Paul Klee made numerous sketches of “angels” towards the end of his life. Klee, a
masterful draftsman, drew little angels made entirely of form, and in their simplicity the angels take
on a wonderful spectrum of personalities. In this piece of music, each instrument is assigned one of
these angels; the piano is the Wachsamer Engel, the Vigilant Angel, and the violin is the Vergesslicher
Engel, the Forgetful Angel. The violin, ever forgetful, wanders freely, drifting aimlessly and
beautifully. The piano, vigilant and rigid, tries to keep up with the Forgetful Angel, but in its
vigilance it is forced to draw its material from a tone row; it must contort this material to fit with
the violin, trying to support it from beneath, to allow the fantasy to continue.
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