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PROGRAM NOTES

“There is always more surface to a shattered object than a whole object.”
—Djuna Barnes

The poetry of Sappho now exists primarily in fragments—snippets of text, either quoted by
others or scrawled on disintegrating slivers of parchment. As such, we have mostly little
scraps of sentences: “rose-fingered dawn,” “broken with longing,” “dawn’s golden sandals.” I
feel sad when I think about how much of her work was lost, and then feel privileged about
feeling sad. I can read texts written two and a half millennia before my birth. How is the fact
that anything at all survives not enough for me?

There is never enough in the world. I may be happy with what I have, but I will never be
satisfied with it. However, I cannot change the limits of what exists. Lyric poetry (such as
Sappho’s) is meant to be sung, so I will sing the fragments, sing around the tritone and the
Lydian. That is all I can think to do with what is left.

[ will walk into desire

[96]

TEXT, from the LOEB CLASSICAL LIBRARY, translated by myself:

[Fragment 38|

"Ontoic dppe
/hoptais ha me/
you burn me

[Fragment 104B]

ACTEPWV TAVTWV O KAAMGTOG
/ha:ste’ro:n pa nto:n ho ka:listos/
of all the stars most beautiful
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