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PROGRAM NOTES

This work is a setting of Sappho’s fragment 74 (a fragment with four parts.) Four phrases can
be extracted from the disintegrating parchment on which these were scrawled: “herd of
goats,” “rose,” “desire,” and “sweat,” alongside smatterings of individual letters. Reading
fragments (both those of Sappho and in general) is very different from reading complete
poems; it becomes an exercise in reading between the lines, attempting to find out what she
sang so many millennia ago, and from that putting your own meaning and words in the gaps.

These fragments are here presented in their entirety, along with a transcription of the words
in the International Phonetic Alphabet.
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